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All of our resources and approaches focus on the ‘teaching of’ reading skills and the use of varied and stimulating approaches to reading e.g. literacy circles, shared reading, paired reading etc.


The essential non fiction will boost our current reading resources.





Active Maths


We hope with the help of a donation from the Parent Council added to our own fundraising money, to purchase the Heinemann Active Maths Programme and associated ICT resources to enhance the learning experience in maths across P1-7. Last year we purchased the Tom Renwick Interactive 100 square and this has been used well across the classes for mental maths.  This resource purchase will be discussed at the Parent Council meeting Thursday 17th  of March at 3.30pm in school.





Winmarleigh Trip (28th March – 1st April) 


Miss Nicol and Miss Martin will be holding a drop in session for parents on Monday the 14th of March at 3.30pm. The children attending the trip may also come to this.





Skiing 


P7 skiing lessons will take place on Wednesday mornings from 20th April to 4th May inclusive. A letter and payment slip will be issued soon.





Grounds Meeting 


Parents Grounds Group and School Rep Miss Paterson.


Friday 1st April in school at 2pm. If you are interested in developing the school grounds please come along to this meeting.











Miss Paterson and myself have completed an application for funding from ‘Awards for All’ to be used to develop the school


grounds to enhance the children’s learning and social experience. We have requested the maximum grant of £10,000 and have our fingers crossed that we are successful in our bid.  We shall keep you posted.





Lost Property


Please check the lost property, just inside the main door for any missing items.  The lost property is cleared at the end of each term.





Maintenance 


As part of our planned maintenance programme we have had all the eaves around the school painted, at a significant cost.





As you will be aware budgets are very tight and we are only in a position to sanction one maintenance job per academic session.





We have managed to have the main railings painted, inside and outside the school and a large number of repairs done at no cost, other than materials, due to the hardwork and generosity of our volunteer helper Mr. Rose.





We are very grateful for his kindness and generosity and for all he does on our behalf.





Congratulations to the children who took part in the Cross Country trials and were then selected to take part in the inter authority Cross Country last week. 


























Dear Parents and Carers





What a treat it is to travel to and from work in daylight and to see the first signs of Spring all around!





Staffing


Mrs. Mier is now happily awaiting the arrival of her baby over the next few weeks.  We are in regular contact and will keep you posted.





Mrs. Logan, PT, is now working full time in Kippen Primary, P2/3, during Mrs. Miers maternity leave.  Mrs. Stirling, a regular visitor to Kippen, is now working part time in P5/6 with              Miss Paterson.





Cleaning


Stirling Council Cleaning Department have now employed a new Cleaner to work alongside our Caretaker Miss Brown.  Miss Nicole Taylor started work in Kippen from 7th March.





Website


During Mrs. Miers maternity leave Mrs. Logan will assume her role as website partner with the website parents to ensure our excellent website is kept updated.
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SIP and S & Q


Over the year we have been implementing our action plans from our annual School Improvement Plan (SIP) which is available on the website.  Apart from the obvious delays caused by closures during December we are on track to achieve our desired outcomes for this academic year.





Staff have worked very hard as a team and also as separate focus teams to implement the action plans.  I am currently undertaking a range of Quality Assurance evaluations to evidence our progress. The results of progress and impact on school improvement are reported annually in the Standards and Quality Report.  (also available on the website)  The report for 2010/11 will be on the website in Sep 2011, as soon as it is signed off by Quality Improvement Officer.





Further development needs and areas for improvement will be gathered during the schools Quality Assurance self evaluation process and information gathered from the Parent Council questionnaires, this information will inform the School Improvement Plan 2011/12 which will be available on the website in Sep 2011 once it is signed off by Quality Improvement Officers











Exciting Purchases


As a result of last year’s fundraising. The school has been able to purchase some exciting resources to enhance the learning experience of our children.





Promethean Activote system


This is an electronic interactive voting / answer system which enables pupils (and staff) to respond to questions, self or peer assess, undertake evaluations of learning and many more activities via a coded handset, which works with the Interactive Whiteboard in the classroom. P5/6 have had a little taster of the Activate system and thoroughly enjoyed the experience. Staff will be trained on Thursday evening this week.





There will be a demonstration of the system at the Parent Council Meeting on Thursday 17th March 3.30pm in school.





2 Laptops


W e have also purchased 6 new laptops to enable more children at a time access to ICT to support their learning. The laptops will be stored in a 6 tray transportable trolley which can be booked out by class teachers.





Essential Non Fiction


We have also purchased  Heinemann Essential Non Fiction to further enhance the development of reading skills in our children.





























Thank you to the parents who transported the children to the event.  The children were awarded certificates at the HT Assembly on Friday and will have their pictures on the website soon.





The participants were Callum Buchanan (overall 3rd),  David Thompson, Harriet Paterson,.


Angus Brownlie, Ben Walker, & Jack Johnston.





 

















Safety Reminder


Please do not park directly outside the school when dropping off or collecting children as this poses a safety risk to our children.





The Parent Council have asked PC Faulds to regularly attend the school at drop off and pick up times to monitor the area outside the school.
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