Minutes of Kippen Primary School

Parent Council Meeting

Thursday 15th September 2011, 6pm
1. Attendees
	Angie MacEachern

Ann Milligan

Annett Schmautz

Elma Reilly
Fiona Buchanan

Fiona Lyle
Helen Robb (Secretary)

Laura Hadley-Stove (Chair)

Lynne Goodwin

Marion Pollock
Mhairi-Louise Shanks

Morna O’May

Pauline Wallace
Suzanne Struthers
	Mrs Cassidy (HT)
Mrs Logan (PT)

Mrs Street (PT)
Miss Campbell

Miss Martin

Miss Nicoll

Miss Paterson


2. Apologies
	Andrew Walker (Treasurer)

Catriona O’Donnell

Christine MacDougall

Debbie More

Polly Douglas
Sue Warren
	


3. Introduction to Parent Council
Laura Hadley-Stove welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained the role of the Parent Council, highlighting the major achievements over the previous academic year.

The Parent Council for the 2011/2012 academic year is as follows:

Chair: Laura Hadley-Stove

Treasurer: Andrew Walker

Secretary: Helen Robb

P1 reps: Laura Hadley-Stove / Polly Douglas

P2 reps: Elma Reilly /Fiona Buchanan (tbc) 

P3 reps: Annett Schmautz / Helen Robb

P4 reps: Jo Walker / Heidi Johnson

P5 reps: June Wales / Marie Kerr

P6 reps: Pauline Beirne / Karenna Aitchison

P7 reps: Debbie More / Suzie Struthers (tbc)
4. Financial Position

The Parent Council has a balance of £1,390.49 (made up of £1,018.34 in the bank at end June plus £372.15 cash).
5. Introduction to Kippen Primary School

Mrs Cassidy re-iterated the importance of the Parent Council in enhancing the children’s experiences while at school.  There was a full budget discussion and explanation of the financial position at the school.  In the current academic year there is a budget of £38 per child.  This is an over-allocation as this was allocated based on a roll of 117 children but the roll has since dropped to 106.  The allocation is usually £25 per child for the year so any over-allocation will have to be repaid in 2012.
Mrs Street explained about the active maths resources that the Parent Council had recently purchased for the school and how there are further resources required though the level of funding required was unknown at present.
Mrs Cassidy explained how the Curriculum For Excellence differs from the previous 5 to 14 yr curriculum and had posters on display with further information (these will remain on display in the hall over the next few weeks).  She also outlined the focus of this year’s School Improvement Plan, last year’s priorities and the school Standards and Quality Report which reports on progress from 2010/11 priorities (now available on the website www.kippenschool.org.uk).
6. Teachers’ additional responsibilities
Mrs Street explained her responsibilities of ‘enterprise’ and ‘determined to succeed’.  This encompasses encouraging the children to become more actively involved in their learning and looking outwards from the classroom and also finding ways of gathering evidence to support the purpose of their learning.

Mrs Logan explained her responsibility to the school website in conjunction with the Parent Council web team (Angie, Shiona and Polly) and the P4 - P7 reporters.  The school is hoping to set up links with all classes.  Now the website is up and running a questionnaire to evaluate its success will be planned in the future.
Miss Nicoll explained her responsibility to the school’s Eco policy.  An Eco team will be formed in school where 2 children from each class from P4 upwards will get to do a speech to join.  They will need to carry out a full environmental assessment of the school covering many different aspects.
Miss Paterson explained her responsibility to the school’s grounds development plan as this has previously been identified as a priority by the Parent Council.  The grounds and Eco teams will be joining forces.  Miss Paterson would like to set up a parent rota for maintaining a new sensory garden.  New pathways and the new ‘mound’ have been created over the holidays using a recent Awards For All £6,000 grant.
Miss Campbell explained her responsibilities for running the House system (Ledi / Lomond and Nevis) in the school and also for integrating the School Values into daily life (Honesty, Courage, Responsibility, Respect and Integrity).
Miss Martin covered her responsibilities in running the Pupil Council which aims to raise money for charity and the school itself.
7. Priorities over the coming year
The main activities currently planned for this academic year are listed below with names of parents who have said they are happy to lead these events with support from other parents:

Halloween disco – Pauline Beirnes / Karenna Aitchison

Christmas concert – Marie Kerr / Christine McDougall / Lynne Goodwin
Christmas parties / hampers – Elma O’Reilly / Suzie Struthers
Valentines disco - Pauline Beirnes / Karenna Aitchison
Street fayre – to be organised by the new committee elected in AGM May 2012
Web – Robert Clubb / Shiona MacKay / Angie MacEachern / Polly Douglas
Grounds – Dave Price / Annett Schmautz / Elma O’Reilly / Pauline Wallace
8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Thursday 17th November 2011 at 6pm in school.
