Minutes of Kippen PS Parent Council AGM 16/9/09

1. The retiring chair, Margaret Graham, opened the meeting by welcoming us all.  Those present were: Margaret Graham, Linsey Surgenor, Annette Schmautz, Fiona Lyall, Laura Hadley-Stove, Lawrence Stove, Sue Warren, Morna O’May, Helen Robb, Elma Reilly, Pauline Wallace, Katharine Street, Sharon Cassidy, Deborah Nicol, Gael Campbell, Sally Paterson, Ann Milligan, Caroline Thompson, Nicola Martin, Vicky Mier and Linda Findlay.  There were apologies from: Jill Hunter, Heidi Johnston, Shiona Mackay, Ali Evans, Angie MacEachern, Joanne Walker, Polly Douglas, Tracey Hepburn, Amanda Miller, Gwen McNaughton, Debbie More and Suzanne Struthers.  Margaret commented on the excellent turnout for the AGM, especially from the new P1 parents.
2. Matters arising and the minutes from the last meeting were mainly about the plans for the football pitch.  
3. Margaret then went on to describe what the Parent Council had achieved in the last year (08-09).  She firstly went over what the Council is all about for the benefit of all the new parents.  The Parent Council is more to do with the voice of the parents and keeping communication lines open between the school and parents as well as fundraising for the children.  It is not about the management of the school and about being able to voice moans and groans.  If a parent has a problem they should address the school directly.  At the start of 2007/08 academic session the Parent Council put out a questionnaire asking the parents what they wanted the Council to concentrate on.  The most popular choice was Grounds for Learning - the work the children do in the grounds of the school.  The Parent Council bought gardening equipment for the school to make it possible that every child in an individual class would be able to do something using gardening tools in the garden.  An orchard has been ordered too.  The next issue that parents were concerned about was Safe Routes to School.  We have managed to have the road narrowed at Castlehill Loan and just also at the park as well as getting a ‘20’s Plenty’ sign into operation.  Homework was the third choice and the Council worked with the staff so that now homework is given out weekly so that children and parents can work it round their various commitments.  The fourth matter that concerned parents was communication between the school and home.  The school website is still under construction but is nearly there!  This is a long-term project and anyone interested in helping should contact the school.  We are also continuously adding parents’ email addresses to the school list so that we can contact everyone in a greener and more efficient fashion!  If you would like your email address added please hand it in to the office and it will be passed onto the relevant person!  Margaret also spoke of the fun events the Parent Council arranged over the last year.  These events also contribute to our funds that are then used for the children.  We held a Halloween disco, Christmas parties, raffles for the children, the Street Fayre Café and helped pay for the transport to the Panto at Christmas.  We also helped pay for new reading and maths resources for the school.  During the current committee’s time in office we have also held a Silent Auction and made Christmas Calendars and Christmas decorations to raise money at the Village Christmas Market.  On top of this many people have also contributed baking to be sold at various events again to raise money for the children’s benefit.  What parents must remember is that no year is the same and whoever is on the committee can decide what is best for them and what they would like to do.  There is no set formula for fundraising! The Scottish education system is undergoing a period of change at the moment with a Curriculum for Excellence being set up.  It is hoped to make our education system more flexible. Stirling Council is holding various events about this and parents are invited to all the meetings.  These events are useful because they link Parent Councils from different areas.  The Scottish government also want to set up a National Forum for Parent Councils.
4. Caroline Wade-Thompson, the retiring treasurer, gave us a brief report of the Parent Council finances.  The current bank balance is £916.50 with £29.27 still to come off leaving the new committee with £887.23 to start them off.  A full report can be got from the Caroline.  Briefly, we started the year with about £2000 and have bought resources for the school garden, resources for maths and reading, leavers presents for P7s, financed parties, sports day snacks and panto trips and helped finance the world of work week.  We have also made donations to charities. Stephanie Bawden from Thornhill will audit our accounts.
5.
Election of new committee:  The position of chair is yet to be filled but the new secretary is Helen Robb and the new treasurer is Lawrence Stove.  The class representatives are as follows: 
· P1 Laura Hadley-Stove and Polly Douglas

· P2 Heidi Johnston and Christine McDougall 

· P3 Fiona Lyle and June Wales

· P4 Sue Warren and Vacancy

· P5 Shiona Mackay and Debbie More 
· P6 Caroline Wade-Thompson and Claire Thomson

· P7 Pauline Wallace and Gwen McNaughton.  
There is still a class rep required for P4, so if you are willing to take on this role please contact the school.

6. AOCB  
· The annual conference of the SPTC will take place at the Royal Concert Hall in Glasgow between 10-3.30 on 7th November.  Anyone interested in attending should contact the Parent Council for more details.

· Re the National Parent Forum, each council has been asked to nominate a parent representative for this group. Margaret asked if anyone from Kippen was interested in putting themselves forward, but there were no volunteers. The National Parent Forum will have its first meeting on Saturday 21st November at the Stirling Management Centre. 

· Mrs Cassidy thanked all parents for attending the meeting and the new parents for volunteering for the various positions.  She also thanked the retiring committee for their contribution over the last couple of years.
7.
The next meeting of the Parent Council will take place on Wednesday 18th November at 6.30pm in the school.

