Minutes of Kippen Primary School

Parent Council Meeting

Wed 20 Jan 2010
1. Attendees:
	Ian Hewson

Lawrence Stove

Helen Robb

Elma Reilly

Pauline Wallace

Caroline Thompson
	Sharon Cassidy

Katharine Street

Gael Campbell

Nicola Martin

Vicky Mier

Linsey Surgenor

Deborah Nicol


Apologies:

	Angela McEachern

Annett Schmautz

Fiona Lyle

Gwen McNaughton

Heidi Johnston
	Laura Hadley

Margaret Graham

Morna O’May

Shiona MacKay

Sue Warren


2. Outstanding actions from last meeting:

ACTION: Helen – to get remaining email addresses from parents
WHEN: By next meeting
ACTION: Deborah – to produce advert to go into Grapevine to request gardening help from Community
WHEN: In April’s Grapevine
ACTION: Ian – to provide Shiona Mackay with information on Parent Council for website
WHEN: Fri 5 Feb
ACTION: Ian – to produce a calendar of fundraising events
WHEN: At next meeting
3. Financial report (Lawrence)
Bank account:

Opening balance 
£898.52

Cheques written:
£12 to Toddler & playgroup for stall at christmas market

£50 donation to old folks christmas dinner

Cash deposited 
£120

Closing balance 
£956.52

Petty Cash:

£26.66 held from Christmas hamper raffle
£23.01 held from raffle for apple tree / auction for an orchard

Closing balance £49.67

Money pledged in auction bids for trees for orchard (still to be collected) £375

Funds raised since last meeting £525.
Some parents felt that the Parent Council has reasonable funds that should be spent now however it was pointed out that the bank balance isn’t unusually high and that it is useful to have funds in the bank to finance a significant fund raising event.

4. Sub-groups

ACTION: Ian – to draft the remit for each sub-group for discussion

WHEN: By next meeting
It was felt that the groups (specifically Fundraising and Kids Social Events) need to get together ASAP to discuss what events they wish to hold over the year.

ACTION: Ian – to contact each sub-group to ensure that they discuss and produce their proposed calendar of events for discussion at the next meeting
WHEN: Ian to contact groups by Fri 5 Feb / Groups to produce calendar of events by the next meeting
Eco / Grounds for Learning

Volunteers so far:
Tracey Hepburn / David Price / Annett Schmautz
Any 'community' members wishing to volunteer to work with the children would require to be disclosed (not parents).  There is some ’heavy’ work needing to be done in the grounds.
Communication
Volunteers so far:
Shiona MacKay / Margaret Graham / Robert Clubb
People were keen to get the website up and running even though not 100% finished.  Mrs Cassidy confirmed the website is a Parent Council website set up by the Parent Council Communications sub-group (in response to the Parent Council action plan to further enhance communication).

ACTION: Vicky – to raise suggestion of launching website by end Jan at Tuesday’s meeting

WHEN: Tuesday 26 Feb
Fundraising
Volunteers so far:
Sue Warren / Elma Reilly
Kids’ Social Events
Volunteers so far:
Fiona Lyle / Christine McDougal / Ann Milligan / Laura Hadley
5. School’s Fundraising Objectives

Mrs Street and Mrs Cassidy outlined the spending priorities:

· Nessy Spell Program suitable for whole school costing £400 upwards
· Interactive 100 Square to help with mental agility costing £340 plus VAT
· Upper school reading scheme “LiteracyWorld” which links to “StoryWorld” used in the lower school costing approx £725

The aim of the Race Night is to raise funds to purchase the Nessy Spell Program.

6. Technology Week

Taking place the week commencing Mon 25 Jan linking to “Technologies” from Curriculum for Excellence.  All classes are taking part, lots going on!
P1
Building a castle / visit to Stirling Castle

P2/3
Trains / transport

P3/4
Island v city life / house design

P5
Titanic / board games

P6
Designing and making jewellery in a visit to Balfron High School / bird & bat boxes

P7
Construction project building a tetrahedron

7. Race Night

Fri Feb 26th in the Village Hall open to all parents and friends.  Mrs Logan is organising and will send out a note soon with more details.

Help needed so please get in touch with either the school or the Parent Council if you are happy to help.

8. Any other Business
Invitation to Parents, Parent Council & Staff – Sharing Practice Event “Involving Parents in Children’s Learning” on 20 March 10 – 2pm in the Radisson Hotel, Edinburgh (crèche available) run by the Schools Division of the Scottish Government in partnership with HMIE and Learning and Teaching Scotland.  Email mike@eltconsultants.co.uk if interested by Fri Feb 26th.
Traffic problems – Lawrence had received an email from Angie McEachern raising concerns over safety due to the lack of a single yellow line on the road outside Toll Cottage and also lack of any markings for a bus stop.
ACTION: Lawrence – to contact Angie asking her to take this forward with Stirling Council

WHEN: Fri 5 Feb
Christmas tree – Elma volunteered to take the tree away from the school grounds as it needs cutting into pieces to fit into a brown bin.
Kippen Sports Field Project – Caroline reported that they have secured £75,000 of the required £85,000 and have had a reasonable number of responses to their plea for the remaining £10,000 so they are hopeful that by end Jan they will have the full amount.
ECO Code - Miss Nicol showed a video presentation prepared involving senior pupils to highlight the school’s new ECO Code.  Parents were asked to sign the new code.

9. Next meeting: Tuesday 30th March at 6pm in the school (please note earlier time).

Items for agenda: 1. Staffing and Classification. 2. Budgets
