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Dear Parents and Carers


Staffing


Mr. Gemmil, post graduate student is currently on placement at Kippen Primary working with P2/3.





Miss Jackson, Bachelor of Education student has joined Kippen to undertake a short placement with P5.





Mrs. Heron is still on long term absence and will be for the foreseeable future. Mrs. Kilpatrick, who recently joined Stirling Council supply SLA list, has been appointed to our school as a temporary SLA to cover Mrs. Heron’s absence until she returns to work.





Mrs. Kilpatrick has worked as caretaker and Breakfast Club assistant at Kippen Primary over the last few years.  Mrs. Heidi Johnston now runs the Breakfast Club. Stirling Council will appoint a new caretaker. This vacancy will be advertised over the coming weeks on the Council Intranet.





Vandalism


Unfortunately over the last few weeks our school has been targeted by vandals. On two separate occasions, our storage shed was broken into and damaged caused when paint bottles were emptied over school walls / grounds.





PC Faulds has taken copies of CCTV images from the system and is having fingerprints taken from objects left behind by the vandals.





The school will have to meet the cost of replacing damaged stolen resources.





Update 


PC Faulds has approached those responsible. Sadly some of those involved were ex pupils. Thank you to Mrs. Watson & Mrs. Kilpatrick for their excellent CCTV detective work!









































Pupil Council


For 2009/10 your Pupil Council representatives from P7 will be Isla and Duncan, from P6 Abbie and Luca, from P5 Eva, from P3/4 Christopher, from P2/3, Euan and from P1 Logan.





This year we plan to raise loads of money for charities and our school.


So far we have planned ‘Jeans for Genes’ on Friday the 2nd of October and we will be having an exciting event for ‘Children in Need’ on the 20th of November.  


By Duncan & Isla 


Miss Martin leads the Pupil Council





Green Team Update


This year our Green Team are focusing on 4 action areas: Energy, Litter, School Grounds and Health and Wellbeing. It’s the same team from last year as we are working towards achieving our Green Flag. Helping to be eco warriors are Ruairidh P7, Sarah P7, Ben P6, Torin P5, Anna  P4, Eva Brownlie P3 and Adam P2.  One of our current projects is to set up a mini recycling centre in the playground to encourage pupils to recycle plastic during break time. We are hoping that B&Q will provide us with some wheelie bins for our recycling centre. We will keep you updated. 


By  Ruairidh 


Miss Nicol leads the Green Team





Grounds Team


For 2009/10 your School Grounds team representatives from P7 will be Jamie, Euan and Georgie, from P6 Isabel and Sophie, from P5 Harriet, from P4 Gabrielle, from P3 James, from P2 Euan and from P1 James.












































This year we plan to create an orchard, herb garden, vegetable plot and an area of native woodland trees in our school grounds.


So far we have ordered a variety of fruit trees and these will be delivered and ready for planting mid November. Any adult help with planting these trees would be greatly appreciated by the grounds team. 


By Angus & Harriet 


Miss Paterson leads the Grounds Team





Tuck Shop


Primary 7 has set up a tuck shop that will be open on a Tuesday and a Friday from 10:40am to 10:55am.  The tuck shop, called Tutti Frutti Tuck Shop will only sell healthy snacks priced from 10p-50p.  


The Tuck-shop committee has been set up with five primary sevens; Duncan, Rachel, Coll, Ruairidh and Kirsty.


By Rhuaridh & Col 


Miss Surgenor leads the Tuck Committee





GLOW


Mrs. Mier is our ‘GLOW’ leader. Stirling Schools are moving to use GLOW which is a digital network which all staff, pupils and parents will be able to access.





Balfron Cluster schools are the final cluster to be trained in the use of GLOW.





All staff will be trained at the end of October.





Harvest Assembly


P3/4 have organised Harvest Assembly which will take place in school for Pupils / Staff and minister on the 7th of October





Science Centre Trip


On the 22nd of September, Primary 7 and Primary 6 went to Glasgow
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HT K S Cassidy





P7 class in the Balfron cluster will be taking part in a mini maths project that will follow us up to High School. He asked us questions and to see our jotters. He said that he really enjoyed his visit and will be looking forward to his next visit.Thank-you Coll (P7)





Topics for next term:


P1     -  Nativity


P2/3  - The Star that fell + Nativity


P3/4  - Sun Moon Stars Planets & Nativity


P5     - Significant Scots


P6     - Media


P7     - Media (People in Society)





Aerobics


This event raised £839.50


Miss Paterson and Lindsay Morrison (Active Sports) ran this event on the day.  Well done and thanks!





Fundraising


We have planned our fundraising events this year to help the school purchase a final interactive whiteboard and computer for the P5 classroom. The cost of installation and purchase is +£3000 aprox. This would bring our total whiteboards to 6 (one per class). One board was provided by Stirling Council several years ago and the Parent Council contributed £650 towards whiteboard installations. The school has purchased the rest from in school fundraising and allocation from each years budget in line with school improvement planning and our ICT strategy.  Thankyou to all who contribute in any way to school fundraising events.  Our budget is extremely tight so we couldn’t have achieved this without the contribution of staff, community, parents, pupils.





Top Sports


Miss Paterson and Miss Martin volunteered to run Top Sport after school club to try and encourage parents to get involved in Top Sports Club delivery.





Thank you to Mrs. Walker & Mr. & Mrs. Patterson for volunteering to help with the club.





Tokens


Thank you for all the tokens you have donated to the school. Please keep sending in Morrison’s and Nestle tokens.















































Holidays


Friday the 9th of October is an Inset day for staff. Children do not attend on Friday.  October holiday starts 12th October.  School resumes on Monday the 19th October at 9am.





Jeans for Genes Day


Well done to all pupils and staff for participation in this charity fundraiser.  We raised £106.05.





Trip to Deep Sea World


P1 to P3 enjoyed a trip to Deep Sea World yesterday.





P1 had a fantastic trip to Deep Sea World yesterday. We liked the big tunnel and getting to see all the fish.  Leeane showed us the Starfish and let us touch them.                            By James P1





Puppet Theatre


P3/4 enjoyed a Mask and Puppet Theatre workshop in school today.


I really liked it because its fun and I’ve never done it before. I never thought I could build a puppet like that. By James 





This was lots of fun because we got to make our own puppets By Rosie 





My puppet is an alien with three eyes. It was hard work but I enjoyed making it By William 





Poetry Day 


Thursday 8th October


The school is celebrating National Poetry Day on Thursday the 8th of October with poetry recitals in class and in front of visitors at the Poetry Café on Thursday morning in school.


Many thanks to all the parents who have volunteered to donate baking or help in any way.


Mrs. Street (PT) leads ‘Determined to Succeed / Enterprise Education.  If you have any suggestions for Events/Enterprise activities you would like to be involved in please contact her.





Fun in Athletics


Children from P5 will attend the Fun in Athletics festival being run by Active Stirling on Thursday 22nd October 2009 at BHS (9.45 – 12.30) a note will follow.





Balfron High Teacher visits P7  


On the 29th of September a Maths teacher from Balfron High visited us. His name was Mr. McIlwaine and he was here to see what we do


in P7. He will be visiting the P7 class three more times this year. Each 





Science Centre on a school trip. We did a lot of fun activities like going to the IMAX to watch a space experience. The science mall was very interactive because we got to do practical experiments. Primary 7 went to a climate change show which gave us some ideas towards our topic. Sarah P7.


Meanwhile Primary 6 visited the planetarium as they are learning about space. Both classes enjoyed the day and we would really recommend the science centre.     By Selina P7





School Values


As a school we are going to be focusing on our values this year and implementing them in everyday school life. Each class will have an opportunity to present an assembly to the rest of the school giving the strong message of that value. At the assembly two children from each class will be presented with a certificate for demonstrating the value. The assembly will take place on the last Friday of each month.





September- P7 Honesty 


October- P6 Courage


November- P5 Responsibility


January- P3/4 Respect


February-P2/3 Integrity


March- P1 Honesty 


April-P5 Courage


May-P6 Respect 


June-P7 and P1 Responsibility





Well done to P7 who did an excellent job last week with our Honesty assembly. Miss Campbell is leading ‘Values Education’ this year.





P7 Honesty Assembly 


Congratulations to P7 who planned and presented the Honesty assembly in September. This important assembly was enjoyed by all staff and children and gave out a very important message. 





On the 25th of September P7 held an honesty assembly for the whole school.  Some P7 boys taught us a funky honesty rap that the whole school really enjoyed. Some of the class did a short honesty play.  Kirsty and Ruairidh read an honesty story and asked for volunteers to share a time when they have been honest.


The Primary One’s were first to share their experiences of honesty!  Thank you Miss Campbell for giving P7 the chance to do the first assembly.


By Sarah 
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