[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]Kippen Primary School 

Newsletter

4the February 2010


� EMBED PBrush  ���





P5 Technology Week


In Primary 5 everyone worked in teams to produce a board game. The board games were based on the story of the Titanic. The children produced every component of the game from counters and dice, to the box. 


“It was really exiting and I was really pleased with the end product.”


Leighton Morton. 





P6 Technology Week


For Technology week Primary six took part in a lot of exciting activities. Each few days were full of fun. On Tuesday 26th of January, Mr. Flynn came in to make bat and bird boxes with us to place around the school. We really enjoyed ourselves and learned lots about bats and birds. Thank you Mr. Flynn!


On the last day of the week, the class went on a trip to Balfron High School, to a special workshop. We were taught by Miss Anderson, the technology teacher,


of the high school. The class was taught how to make jewellery out of wood. We learned lots from the technology workshop. Thank you Miss Anderson!


By Jack Lindsay, Murren Addison and India Pemberton-Pigott





School Grounds Team


The School Grounds Team has been busy planting apple, pear and cherry trees. We hope they will grow fast and healthy. The Woodland Trust gave us some native woodland trees and we had fun planting them in the grounds. We used our Morrison’s vouchers to buy a potato barrel, potatoes and a sieve. We also got seed


trays and herb, flower and vegetable seeds to plant. Each class has the responsibility of


looking after a seed tray. Thank you for all the vouchers that were handed into the school. We are still


looking for adult volunteers who would be willing to undertake some gardening duties in their spare time


such as digging, weeding, pruning




















and composting. 


By Euan Walker (P2), Gabrielle Johnston (P4) and James Kerr (P4)  





Pupil Council


As you know, at Christmas the pupil council sold Christmas Wishes and we thank everyone who bought them. Overall we raised £46 for the school. We still have some left and we are going to sell them as Valentines Wishes. We will sell them on the


 week beginning Monday 8th February. They will be sold for 50p and it will be first come first served. You will also be able to send them to someone who you care for in the school.





Skipathon


British Heart Foundation are doing a sponsored skip that we can take part in. We will help raise money for people with heart disease but also keep a small amount for the school. For taking part they will kindly send us some skipping ropes. We will help people in need but also stay healthy. Isla Singleton & Duncan McEachern





Values Assembly


This month the school value that


We have been focusing on is Respect. P3/4 have been learning about respect and will lead our Assembly on Friday 5th February





Kippen Primary School Website � HYPERLINK "http://www.kippenschool.org.uk" ��www.kippenschool.org.uk� will be officially launched on Friday 19th March, at the school open afternoon.





Thank you


A big thank you to Mrs. Mier's Dad on behalf of our ECO / Green Team volunteering to


repair the school benches and


carve our ECO logo onto them





Thank you also for the work he has done after school to assist our teachers.





Parking 


Thank you to those parents who have resisted parking/dropping off on the roadside outside school.


























Dear Parents and Carers


Curriculum for Excellence 


Staff Training


An additional staff inset day has now been allocated by the Government Minister for Education to all authorities in Scotland.  In Stirling the date has been set as Tuesday 4th May 2010, Monday 3rd May is a school holiday.





Staffing


Mrs. Heron remains on long term absence. Mrs. Wilson, our Breakfast Club SLA, has given her notice to terminate her contract for personal reasons. She will be replaced by Mrs. Schutten.





A big thank you to Mrs. Wilson, we wish her well.


Mrs. Fiona Stirling is undertaking supply work every Tuesday in Kippen Primary School. She will work with various classes undertaking staff non contact cover.





Our new cleaner Ms. McFadyen has been appointed by Stirling Council to join Miss Esther Brown caretaker/cleaner at Kippen Primary. We hope she enjoys working as part of our team.





New Pupils


We have enrolled 13 new P1 pupils for August 2010. Our outgoing P7 has 18 pupils so we again have a drop in our roll.


At a meeting between myself and the Finance Officer for Kippen it was indicated that we will reduce to 5 composite classes from August 2010 as follows:


P1/2, P2/3, P4/5, P5/6, P6/7
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Budget, Staffing allocation (which has still to be confirmed) and classification (classes/class numbers) will be discussed at the next Parent Council meeting on Tuesday 30th March 2010 at 6pm.





Residential Trip


Our P6 and P7 children are very fortunate to have the opportunity to take part in a residential trip to Lochgoilhead Outdoor Centre on 22nd March 2010.





Many thanks to all staff and to the parent helpers who kindly volunteered their own time to enable the trip to go ahead.





I can confirm that Miss Nicol and Miss Campbell were selected (out of the hat) to attend with Mr. Brownlie and Mr. Reynolds as parent helpers.





ECO Team


Going for the green flag


Kippen Primary have been working very hard to gain Green Flag status. Over the past few years we have got the bronze and silver but we are hoping to get the flag.


The Green Team have organised workshops like planting trees and building bat boxes and the pupils have really enjoyed these activities. On Thursday the 11th of February the Green Flag assessors will visit the school and see if we are worthy of the flag.  


The Green Team would like to thank Mrs Wallace (a parent volunteer) for her help and support over the years. We will


update you after the visit.  Look out for our new eco code and flyer which should be sent home






































over the next week.


Georgie Finlay P7





Building a Castle


Last week was technology week at school. P1 went to Stirling Castle for a trip. We made our own castle with card and paper we used lots of paint. It was lots of fun and very messy. 


Logan Reilly and Luke Kelly


Primary 1





P2/3 Technology Week


P2/3 worked in groups to build a ‘moving’ train. We used cardboard boxes and we painted the trains with glitter and paint. We had to think about the wheels and we had to use butterfly pins to attach the wheels or use straws as axels. When we painted it we had to make sure the paint didn’t stick to the wheels. We had a teddy bear’s picnic with our trains and we built a train station. It was really fun!


By Eva Brownlie and Adam Holden





P3/4 Technology week


First we were taught all the basic skills by Miss Martin like…


Cutting, Measuring , Scoring 


Folding, Marking,  Joining 


The next day we started to plan our own house out of junk!





Eventually we got to draw a sketch of our house/hotel and we all dived in to get some junk and the building began!


In the end we started to paint and add on designs.  Lastly, we all


managed to finish and we all went happily to look at what other people had done. We all really enjoyed our week and learned a lot. Gabrielle Johnston












































A representative of our Parent Council  has agreed to contact Stirling Council to pursue the painting of yellow lines that were lost when re-surfacing was done.





PC Faulds is also monitoring the health and safety issues related to careless parking near our school.





Please help us keep our children safe on their journey to and from school .


K. S. Cassidy, Head Teacher





Update on Kippen Sports Development Appeal


I would like to thank everyone who rallied round for our recent appeal and donated money towards the Kippen sports field project.  Your support really


did make the difference.  The amount raised during the recent appeal from school parents alone totalled an amazing £1200!  This tremendous effort, together with donations from other members of the village community, means


that there is now enough money raised to allow us to retain the grant money offered and therefore to proceed with the project.





The plan is to start drainage and earthworks this Spring to make the field usable and level.  The field will then have to lie for one year and can be seeded/ turfed in Spring 2011. Work on extending the pavilion will commence in May/June 2010.  The extension to the pavilion will include a disabled toilet area, kitchen area and social/storage space.  As well as this, paths, fencing, gates, seating and a disabled parking area will be installed at the field.





Once again, thanking all the parents of Kippen Primary School, as well as


the school itself, for supporting the sports field project appeal.


Caroline Wade Thompson
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